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Welcome
Rutland	Water	Benefice
Sharing	the	love	of	Christ	with	all

Comprising	the	parishes	of	Edith	Weston,	Empingham,	Lyndon,	Manton,
North	Luffenham,	Pilton,	Preston,	Ridlington,	Whitwell	&	Wing

Ministry	Team
Rector:	Rev'd	Dr	Pippa	Madgwick	01780	721286
Email:	rectorrwb@gmail.com						Days	off	Friday	and	Saturday
Associate	Minister:	Rev'd	John	Taylor	01780	460735
Email:-	priest@rutlandwaterbenefice.info			Days	off	Monday,	Tuesday	
and	Saturday
Curate:	Rev'd	Jenni	Duffy	07507	442	539 	
email:	-curate.rwb@gmail.com

Please	refer	to	the	service	rota	at	the	back	of	this	magazine.	Please	do	make	
yourselves	known	to	the	Churchwardens	when	you	arrive.		You	will	be	very	
welcome.
All	enquiries	about	a	Bap[sm,	Wedding	or	Funeral,	should	be	directed	to	the	
Rev'd	Dr	Pippa	Madgwick.

Home	Communions	can	be	arranged	by	appointment.

Normally	this	magazine	is	distributed	free	of	charge	to	every	home	in	the	
benefice,	made	possible	by	the	generous	support	of	the	adver[sers	and	our 
team	of	volunteer	distributors.		At	the	present	[me	an	online	magazine	has	
been	compiled	and	will	be	sent	to	everyone	who	has	requested	it.		If	you	
have	a	neighbour	who	is	not	connected	to	the	internet	do	please	print	off	the	
relevant	pages	for	them,	thank	you.

More	informa[on	about	the	benefice
can	be	found	on	the	website	www.rutlandwaterbenefice.info
	or	www.achurchnearyou.com

Copy	for	next	month's	magazine	by	12th	May	2020
please,	to	Alice	Hill

rutlandbeneficeparishmag@gmail.com	



Thoughts	from	Rev’d	Jenni	Duffy

As	I	write	we	have	been	in	lockdown	for	six	weeks;	and	been	aware	of	
this	virus	since	the	beginning	of	the	year.	Our	churches	are	closed,	we	
have	been	separated	from	all	but	our	immediate	households,	and	we	
watch	as	death	rates	rise,	frontline	staff	bable	with	insufficient	PPE,	
and	those	in	decision-making	roles	try	to	interpret	the	data	and	make	
decisions	for	the	good	of	those	they	serve.

How	are	you	doing	in	all	this?	

Those	who	study	the	effects	of	stress	and	trauma	no[ce	that	when	
the	human	brain	feels	threatened,	and	stress	hormones	are	triggered,	
we	go	into	fight	or	flight	mode	-	we	lose	connec[on	with	our	‘thinking	
brain’	(pre-frontal	cortex)	and	react	either	with	‘fix-it’	energy	or	with	
collapse.

Neither	of	these	reac[ons	is	right	or	wrong	in	the	situa[on	we	are	
facing,	but	it	is	important	to	recognise	how	we	are	being	affected,	
what	we	are	feeling	and	how	we	are	responding	-	and	to	be	gentle	
with	ourselves	and	others.	

One	of	our	deepest	needs	is	to	be	understood,	and	it	can	be	an	
enormous	help	to	share	these	feelings,	either	with	another	person	or	
with	God,	who	knows	us	fully	and	understands	everything	we	are	
going	through	(Psalm	139).

Psalm	56	tells	us	that	God	has	‘kept	track	of	(our)	every	toss	and	
turn	through	the	sleepless	nights,	each	tear	entered	in	(his)	
ledger,	each	ache	wriben	in	(his)	book.’	

And	in	Isaiah	54	we	read:
“For	the	mountains	may	depart
				and	the	hills	be	removed,
but	my	steadfast	love	shall	not	depart	from	you,
				and	my	covenant	of	peace	shall	not	be	removed,
				says	the	Lord,	who	has	compassion	on	you.”



Though	we	may	be	physically	isolated	and	alone,	God	is	right	beside	us	
through	each	moment	of	each	day	as	we	face	this	pandemic.	He	is	
there	to	listen	with	love	and	compassion,	even	when	we	don’t	know	
what	to	pray,	because	his	Spirit	will	intercede	for	us	‘with	sighs	too	
deep	for	words’	and	God	understands	exactly	what	is	being	said	
(Romans	8:26-27).

We	are	facing	a	difficult	[me,	but	we	are	not	alone!	Let	us	lean	on	one	
another,	and	let	us	lean	into	God’s	loving	arms,	knowing	that	he	is	
faithful	and	strong,	and	that	he	will	give	us	all	that	we	need	each	and	
every	day	(Lamenta;ons	3:19-24).
Amen.

Jenni	Duffy
(Assistant	Curate	in	the	Rutland	Water	Benefice)

From	the	Ministry	Team
Feedback	invited!

The	pandemic	meant	we	have	had	to	reinvent	church	services	and	other	
ac[vi[es	at	great	speed.	To	help	us	sustain	and	develop	this,	your	input	is	
needed:

1. A	Sunday	service	available	each	week:	have	you	found	it?
										Details	are	on	the	Benefice	website:
											It	is	accessed	via	either	the	Rutland	Water	Benefice	group	on
											Facebook	or	The	Rutland	Water	Benefice	YouTube	channel.

											Which	route	for	access	works	best	for	you	and	why?
											Have	you	made	use	of	either	ac[vity	suggested	alongside	the	service?								
(palm	cross	making;	walk	bingo?)



2.Weekly	news	is	being	sent	out:	
what	aspects	do	you	like?
what	else	might	it	include?

3.What	else	might	the	churches	do?
a) If	we	set	up	a	discussion	group	online,	would	you	be	interested	

in	that?
							Ini[al	ideas	include	‘What	is	church?’	John	Taylor	has	some				

discussion	prompts.
							What	aspects	of	online	church	would	be	good	to	keep	and				

develop?
b) Would	you	be	interested	in	an	online	quiz?
c) What	about	a	virtual	Flower	Show,	to	coincide	with	when	the	

Chelsea	Flower	Show	would	have	taken	place?
d) Anything	else	we	could	do	to	build	community?

Please	email	your	answers	to	Pippa	or	John.		Your	responses	will	be	very	
helpful	to	us	as	we	make	plan	for	the	coming	weeks.	Thank	you.

Church	is	not	closed	.	.	.	.
but	we	have	been	told	that	our	buildings	must	be	shut,	to	avoid	them	
becoming	a	place	where	infec[on	can	be	transmibed.	

Cartoon	by	Dave	Walker



Many	people	value	the	churches	as	places	of	peace	and	calm,	where	we	can	
seek	God	in	good	[mes	and	challenging	[mes,	so	we	are	all	so	sad	that	
closing	the	church	buildings	is	necessary	for	now.	You	may	have	read	of	how,	
in	late	March,	a	church	became	the	centre	of	a	transmission	hotspot	in	
Birmingham:	26	people	probably	caught	coronavirus	at	their	church	and	2	
later	died.	

hbps://www.the[mes.co.uk/ar[cle/covid-19-west-midlands-emerges-as-coronavirus-hotspot-hzpkf3fs2

As	soon	as	we	are	able	to	do	so	safely,	the	buildings	will	be	open	again.	

The	good	news	is	that	while	the	church	buildings	are	important,	the	church	is	
primarily	about	people.	The	Chris[an	community	has	been	mee[ng	online,	
with	this	Benefice	and	other	churches	sharing	Sunday	worship	together,	
encouraging	people	by	phonecalls	and	offering	prac[cal	support	to	friends	
and	neighbours.	So	the	church	is	definitely	open	now	and	while	mee[ng	
together	in	person	is	restricted,	church	will	remain	open!

https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/covid-19-west-midlands-emerges-as-coronavirus-hotspot-hzpkf3fs2


What	about	funerals?	

All	funerals,	whatever	the	cause	of	death,	are	having	to	take	place	in	different	
ways	during	the	pandemic	and	we	are	having	to	find	different	ways	to	grieve.		
This	is	so	hard	for	everyone,	bereaved	families,	ministers	and	funeral	
directors	alike	-	what	we	are	being	asked	to	do	goes	against	all	our	ins[ncts	
and	expecta[ons.	Some	commonly	asked	ques[ons	(late	April	2020)	include	

Where	can	funerals	happen?	
Church	of	England	ministers	have	been	told	to	take	funeral	services	only	at	
the	graveside	or	at	a	crematorium;	churches	cannot	be	opened	for	funerals.	
This	again	is	not	what	ministers	would	like,	but	it	is	what	the	situa[on	
demands	of	us,	to	keep	people	from	being	in	places	where	they	might	
inadvertently	become	infected.	While	a	small	number	of	people	would	be	
able	to	maintain	social	distancing	in	church,	the	building	would	need	to	be	
deep	cleaned	aperwards,	puqng	people	at	risk.
Who	can	aIend	a	funeral?
The	Health	Protec[on	(Coronavirus,	Restric[ons)	(England)	Regula[ons	2020	
allow	people	to	leave	home	to	abend	a	funeral	of—	

i. (i) a	member	of	the	person’s	household,	
ii. (ii) a	close	family	member,	or	
iii. (iii) if	no-one	within	sub-paragraphs	(i)	or	(ii)	are	
abending,	a	friend.

So	for	example,	parents	+	spouse	+	children	of	the	deceased.	Individual	
Crematoria	set	their	own	limits	on	numbers,	with	seats	spaced	2m+	apart.	
This	seems	so	brutal:	what	else	can	be	done?
Once	restric[ons	ease	many	families	may	want	to	organise	a	memorial	
service	when	the	life	of	their	loved	one	can	be	celebrated.	Ministers	would	be	
delighted	to	help	with	this.
What	about	costs?
Church	of	England	clergy	have	been	told	that	while	funerals	are	possible,	the	
normal	na[onally-set	fees	are	applicable;	there	are	no	set	charges	for	
memorial	services	at	present.	

What	about	churchyards	and	cemeteries?	
The	advice	from	the	government	has	changed	(and	may	be	modified	further):	
Churchyards	and	cemeteries	can	be	kept	open,	but	of	course	visitors	need	to	
maintain	appropriate	social	distancing.	
As	the	pandemic	develops,	guidance	gets	updated,	so	please	do	ask	if	you	
have	any	ques[ons,	please	be	in	touch.																Pippa	Madgwick



Keeping	churches	funcKoning	during	the	pandemic	and	
aLer
People	repeatedly	say	how	much	they	value	their	church,	but	to	keep	our	
church	communi[es	func[oning	during	a	pandemic,	as	well	as	in	normal	
[mes,	cost	money!	Like	other	chari[es,	the	churches	are	facing	a	reduc[on	
in	income	at	the	moment	and	this	is	causing	problems	to	some	of	our	parish	
churches.

Our	church	buildings	may	not	need	hea[ng	or	supplies	at	the	moment,	but	
other	costs	remain:	the	buildings	need	care,	they	must	be	insured	and	clergy	
are	s[ll	here	(while	obviously	our	travelling	expenses	are	almost	zero!).	Once	
we	can	reopen	buildings,	we	will	return	to	holding	regular	worship,	big	public	
celebra[ons	like	harvest,	Remembrance	and	Christmas,	plus	family	events	
like	bap[sms,	weddings,	funerals	and	memorials.	We	want	to	support	our	
local	schools	too	and	provide	events	in	the	communi[es	of	this	Benefice.	

Individually	our	financial	situa[ons	vary:	many	businesses	and	households	
are	facing	a	challenging	reduc[on	in	income.	For	some,	there	is	financial	and	
prac[cal	assistance	available	locally,	which	is	there	to	be	used.	Others	are	in	
a	more	fortunate	situa[on	since	their	income	has	been	maintained,	while	
spending	possibili[es	are	decreased.	If	this	is	your	situa[on,	could	you	
consider	addi[onal	support	for	your	local	church	and	other	chari[es?

Many	people	helpfully	give	to	their	church	directly	from	their	bank	accounts	
and	there	is	a	useful	scheme	to	allow	gip	aid	to	be	collected	easily.		Thank	
you	to	all	who	do	this.	
Others	normally	put	cash	into	the	collec[on	plate	in	church	and	without	
Sunday	services,	that	income	has	stopped.	The	reduced	income	means	some	
parishes	currently	cannot	pay	their	propor[on	of	the	costs	of	the	Benefice	
and	Diocese,	which	could	reduce	what	is	possible	here	in	the	future.	But	this	
is	not	the	whole	picture:	other	parishes	have	helped	the	Diocese	by	paying	
all	their	dues	for	2020	now,	to	help	the	diocesan	cash	flow	–	many	thanks	to	
them.

Please	do	get	in	touch	with	your	local	church,	via	your	churchwarden,	the	
Rector	or	the	Benefice	treasurer,	Stephen	Ashpole	(contact	details	at	the	end	
of	the	magazine).	And	if	you	are	in	a	posi[on	to	be	generous,	don’t	forget	
that	other	chari[es	area	also	suffering	similar	problems.	Thank	you.	



News	from	around	the	Benefice

EDITH	WESTON

Church	Roof
There	is	always	good	news!	The	work	to	repair	the	church	roof	is	well	
underway.	Darren	and	his	team	from	www.theleadworks.co.uk	are	
doing	a	wonderful	job	and	the	new	roof	is	protec[ng	our	church	
building.	The	new	roof	looks	bright	and	shiny	at	the	moment	and	will	
weather	to	look	like	the	lead	that	has	been	replaced,	but	will	be	
properly	protected	from	thep.

Community	Good	neighbours
Grateful	thanks	from	all	of	us	in	Edith	Weston	for	all	the	people	who	
are	helping	one	another	through	this	difficult	[me	of	isola[on	and	
social	distancing.	Par[cular	thanks	to	Helen	and	Andy	Woods	from	the	
village	shop	who	are	co-ordina[ng	the	community	support	volunteers,	
to	Toni	and	Davin	Wilkin	who	are	organising	the	medicines	collec[on	
scheme,	and	Richard	Bonser	and	the	other	drivers	who	are	collec[ng	
and	delivering	medicines,	and	the	many	people	who	came	forward	to	
offer	help	when	the	pandemic	crisis	began	to	unfold.	
If	you	need	help
Edith	Weston	&	Normanton	Community	Support	Volunteers	are	
offering	support	with	shopping	deliveries	to	the	doorstep,	collec[ng	
prescrip[ons,	pos[ng	lebers	and	having	a	chat	on	the	phone.					
T:	01780	722164					E:	ewpcclerk@gmail.com

http://www.theleadworks.co.uk
tel:01780%20722164
mailto:ewpcclerk@gmail.com


Village	Hall
Dona[on	from	Exercise	Class	coffers	to	Edith	Weston	Village	Hall	Roof
Jackie	Rutherford	has	kindly	given	a	dona[on	from	the	Wednesday	
exercise	class,	with	the	following	words	‘When	the	Exercise	Class	has	
money	in	hand,	we	like	to	donate	to	chosen	chari[es,	or	local	causes,	
a	tradi[on	started	by	Diana	Odell.	We	understand	the	Village	Hall	roof	
needs	replacing	so	here	is	£50	towards	the	cost.’
Thank	you	Jackie	and	here’s	hoping	that	it	won’t	be	too	long	before	
the	class	will	be	able	to	resume.	It	is	a	very	popular	village	ac[vity	that	
is	greatly	missed	at	present.

DonaKon	from	Table	Tennis	Club
Table	Tennis	(aka	Ping	Pong	Ini[a[ve)	was	running	in	the	Village	Hall	
from	April	last	year	un[l	March	this	year.	The	club	is	non-profit	making	
and	the	surplus	contribu[ons	for	refreshments	and	hea[ng	will	go	
back	to	the	Hall	as	a	dona[on	towards	the	roof.	The	amount	for	the	
year	is	£65.	We	look	forward	to	the	[me	when	table	tennis	will	be	
back	up	and	running.

Facebook	page
You	can	keep	in	touch	by	joining	the	Edith	Weston	Village	facebook	
page,	which	is	a	private	group	open	to	those	who	live	in	the	village	or	
have	a	connec[on	to	it.
Also	thank	you	to	Pippa	and	Graham	for	managing	The	Rutland	Water	
Benefice	group	facebook	page	is,hos[ng	a	watch	party	every	Sunday	
as	a	short	online	church	service.	It	is	a	peaceful	and	upliping	service	
which	also	helps	us	to	keep	in	contact	with	one	another.

Edith	Weston	Village	Hall	100	Club	May	Winners
£30 Mr	H	Binks
£25 Mrs	D	Stanley
£20 Mrs	T	Makey
£15 Mrs	L	Forrow

Last	year	we	raised	£1,365	to	keep	the	village	hall	running	and	your	
membership	to	the	100	Club	is	extremely	important.	Thank	you	to	
those	who	have	renewed	their	membership.	We’d	like	to	send	a	big	



those	who	have	renewed	their	membership.	We’d	like	to	send	a	big	
thank	you	to	the	100	club	collectors:	Gill	Bostson,	Sue	Jarron,	Jackie	
Rutherford,	Miranda	Palmer	and	Neil	Farmer.

If	you	would	like	to	join,	please	contact	Karen	Fletcher	–	
karenjfletcher@mac.com	/	01780	720677.

EMPINGHAM

METHODIST	CHURCH	–	COMMUNITY	POST	OFFICE
Mondays	–	2.00pm	to	4:00pm.	Even	under	lockdown,	Adele	Stainsby		
(Community	Postmistress)	con[nues	to	operate	our	weekly	Village	Post	
Office.		Social	distancing	is	observed,	and	there	have	been	many	
grateful	customers	taking	advantage	of	this	service.		We	are	all	very	
grateful	to	Adele.	
Also	a	big	THANK	YOU	to	Barbara's	Stores,	the	paper	delivery	girls	and	
boys	and	all	the	many	volunteers	in	Empingham.	

Contact:	Eileen	Ray	01780	460676	(eandiray@b;nternet.com)

DOG	WALKERS	PLEASE	NOTE
Please,	please	could	everyone	who	walks	a	dog	make	sure	that	they	
take	any	doggie	deposits	home	with	them	for	safe	disposal	–	and	not	
just	from	pavements	and	roadways.	Many	have	discovered	the	
pleasures	of	the	many	country	paths	that	we	have	around	the	village,		
and	it	is	no	less	important	that	they	too	are	kept	clean	and	clear	of	
mess	and	poten[al	infec[on	risks.	So,	please,	for	everyone’s	sake	–	bag	
up	and	remove	your	doggie	deposits,	from	wherever	and	everywhere	
that	they	may	happen	to	land.	Thank	you.

HELP,	IF	YOU	NEED	IT….
The	‘Empingham	Volunteers’	have	been	helping	out	in	many	ways,	
from	collec[ng	supplies	and	prescrip[ons	to	friendly	chats	over	the	
phone,	and	their	will	work	con[nue	for	as	long	as	it	takes.	
Should	you	want	some	support,	get	in	touch	with	Rowan	on	01780	
460557	–	ideally	between	10.00am	and	2.00pm,	leaving	a	message	if	
there	is	no	immediate	answer.	AlternaKvely,	you	can	email	her	on:	
clerk@empinghamparishcouncil.org.uk	

mailto:karenjfletcher@mac.com


LOCKDOWN	WILDLIFE
Is	it	because	they	are	fewer	of	us	out	of	the	streets?	Or	that	there	are	
fewer	cars	on	the	roads?	Either	way,	have	you	no[ced	any	difference	in	
the	local	wildlife	lately?	If	so,	let	me	know	and	I’ll	share	your	reports	in	
future	edi[ons.	
In	the	mean[me,	here	is	one	sigh[ng	to	be	going	on	with	–	from	a	
garden	backing	onto	the	School,	and	seemingly	now	visi[ng	at	least	
once	every	night.

It	is	also	reported	that	foxes	have	been	seen	venturing	deeper	into	the	
heart	of	the	village.

Contact:	beneficemag@empingham.co.uk

CRICKET	&	SOCIAL	CLUB
The	Commibee	of	the	Club	would	like	to	wish	everyone	all	the	best	at	
this	difficult	[me,	and	to	say	thank	you	to	all	those	who	are	rising	to	
the	occasion	and	helping	out	in	whatever	way	they	can.	We	look	
forward	to	the	[me	when	we	can	re-open,	and	once	again	all	enjoy	
the	cricket	and	vibrant	social	atmosphere	of	the	Club.
Keep	safe	and	stay	well.	

EMPINGHAM	VILLAGE	(AUDIT)	HALL
Mini	Ernie	Winners
Did	you	know	that	Empingham	Village	Hall	runs	a	Mini	Ernie	every	
month?	The	annual	subscrip[on	is	£12	and	your	[cket	gets	entered	in	



12	draws	each	year.	Prizes	are	£20,	£15	and	£10	each	month,	with	the	
surplus	going	towards	the	running	costs	of	the	hall.	The	subscrip[on	
year	starts	each	January,	new	members	are	always	welcome.
The	latest	winners	are:

Draw	No.3 Draw	No.4 Draw	No.5
1st (£20) J	Glazebrook	(112) S	Margerison	(106) C	Williamson	(60)

2nd(£15) I	Bland	(29) A	Lambert	(36) G	Pearce	(54)

3rd (£10) D	Waddell	(78) J	Oldroyd	(52) I	Ray	(49)
Social	Breakfasts					
We	also	run	a	Social	Breakfast,	normally	4	[mes	each	year,	although	
this	year	the	April	and	June	events	have	had	to	be	cancelled.	The	
breakfast	is	open	to	all,	no	need	to	book,	and	for	£6	(£3	for	under	10’s)	
you	can	have	a	full	English	breakfast,	tea/coffee	and	toast.	Watch	out	
for	our	posters	around	the	village	before	the	next	one	which	is	
expected	to	be	on	21	November.

ST	PETER’S	CHURCH	–	RENOVATION	OF	THE	ORGAN
Just	before	the	lockdown,	Malcolm	
Spink	finished	most	of	the	work	on	the	
organ.	He	will	need	three	days	to	
complete	it	when	he	can	travel	here.
Malcolm	with	his	son	Antony	and	
grandson	Tom	have,	with	considerable	
skill,	put	it	in	first	class	condi[on.	
When	this	crisis	is	over,	a	concert	will	
be	held	and	the	second	part	of	the	
project	funded	by	the	Na[onal	Lobery	
Heritage	Fund	will	take	place.	Schools	
and	other	community	organisa[ons	will	
be	invited	to	send	a	group	to	hear	how	
a	pipe	organ	works.	Jeremy	Sampson,	
an	expert	on	organs,	will	give	demonstra[ons	on	a	wooden	model,	and	
the	side	panels	will	be	opened	up	to	show	the	internal	parts.



I	have	compiled	a	
“photoblog”	as	they	worked	
to	reassemble	all	the	parts.	
Most	had	been	taken	back	
to	their	workshop	in	Leeds.	
You	can	see	the	blog	on	the	
website	for	the	Rutland	
Water	Benefice.	

							Contact:	John	Haward

CELEBRATION	ORGAN	RECITAL	AT	ST	PETER’S	CHURCH
The	Celebra[on	Recital	scheduled	for	Saturday	23rd	May	has	been	
postponed.	Please	watch	this	space	for	future	developments	once	life	
returns	to	normal.

Contact:	Nick	Meyrick	(Churchwarden)

FOOTPATHS	AROUND	EMPINGHAM	
There	is	a	good	choice	of	circular	paths	
around	the	village.	Keep	a	social	
distance	from	other	walkers,	but	enjoy	a	
good	chat.	
																																																																																															
John	Haward.	
1.	Across	the	river	

Start	at	the	signpost	and	walk	down	
Church	Street	and	onto	the	main	road.	Aper	the	bridge	turn	lep	on	a	
footpath	parallel	to	the	river	and	along	to	a	metal	bridge.	Walk	along	
Mill	Lane	to	Main	Street	and	return.	1.4	miles	



2.	To	Horn	Mill	and	Loves	Lane.	

From	the	sign	post	walk	up	Exton	Road.	Pass	the	houses	and	where	
you	see	a	seat	turn	right	onto	a	path	past	Warren	Spinney.	Across	
one	field,	over	a	style	and	diagonally	across	a	field	to	the	corner	
where	there	is	an	electricity	pole.	Aper	another	field	go	through	a	
small	wood	to	Horn	Mill.	Turn	right	along	the	road	to	the	end	of	
Loves	Lane.	Follow	this	down	over	North	Brook	and	past	the	
playing	field	to	Main	Street	and	return.	2.5	miles	



LYNDON

Our	church	is	locked,	of	course,	but	as	our	no[ceboard	is	close	to	the	
road	we	tried	to	do	something	special	for	Easter.
We	have	also	had	lovely	flowers	in	the	church	lawns	this	Spring.



NORTH	LUFFENHAM

A	Neighbourhood	Plan	for	North	Luffenham
How	would	you	want	the	parish	of	North	Luffenham	to	be	as	a	place	
to	live	and	enjoy	in	the	next	10	to	20	years?

●	Is	it	a	good	place	to	live	and	work?
●	What	is	good	and	what	not	so	good?
●	What	changes	do	you	want	to	see?
●	What	are	the	issues	for	the	future?

North	Luffenham	Parish	Council	has	agreed	that	a	Neighbourhood	
Plan	(NP)	should	be	ini[ated	and	a	Steering	Group,	comprising	
councillors	and	community	members	has	been	formed	to	carry	out	
this	task.
A	NP	is	a	planning	document	for	the	whole	parish,	and	if	agreed	in	a	
referendum	of	the	parish,	is	a	powerful	legal	document	that	must	be	
taken	into	considera[on	for	any	development	within	the	parish.	This	is	
of	par[cular	importance	with	the	proposed	development	of	St.	
George’s	Barracks	as	approximately	a	third	of	the	camp	area	is
within	the	North	Luffenham	Parish	Boundary.

The	views	of	residents	are	essen[al	and	in	early	summer	there	will	be	
a	ques[onnaire,	online	and	a	paper	copy,	as	well	as	public	mee[ngs	at	
various	[mes	throughout	the	year.	The	ques[onnaire	will	be	much	
shorter	than	the	previous	useful	2017	Village	Survey	as	it	will	focus	
and	build	on	the	important	issues	from	that	survey.

There	will	also	be	a	page	on	the	Village	Website	for	informa[on	and	
where	comments	can	be	made.

The	more	engagement	from	the	community	that	the	Steering	Group	
has	the	greater	the	accuracy	and	power	of	the	views,	wishes	and	
feelings	of	the	community.
Please	help	by	engaging	with	this	important	project	for	the	parish



Community	responds	to	Covid	-	19	.

One	of	the	good	things	to	come	out	of	this	crisis	is	the	way	the	
community	has	responded	to	help	others.	As	it	became	obvious	that	
some	people	would	not	be	able	to	leave	their	homes	North	Luffenham	
Parish	Council	and	the	North	Luffenham	Good	Neighbour	Scheme	
formed	a	working	group	to	coordinate	assistance	to	those	in	need.	A
leaflet	was	circulated	to	the	parish	and	posted	on	the	village	website	
asking	for	volunteers	to	help	with	collec[on	and	delivery	of	
prescrip[ons	and	provisions,	also	with	dog	walking.	A	gra[fying	
number	came	forward	and	it	is	pleasing	to	see	that	at	a	[me	of	of	crisis	
the	community	spirit	is	s[ll	there.	It	is	also	pleasing	that	families	have
come	together	to	look	aper	one	another	and	the	main	work	of	the	
working	group	has	been	the	collec[on	and	delivery	of	repeat	
medicines.

Help	will	s[ll	be	required	and	if	anyone	in	the	parish	requires	this	then	
please	contact
on:	07825	697841	(a	message	can	be	lep)	or	nlgns2020@gmail.com

PRESTON

Whatsapp	groups	for	Preston	Village
There	are	now	two	Whatsapp	groups	for	Preston	Village	residents.	All	
residents	are	welcome	to	join	both,	just	one	or	none	at	all.

The	first	Whatsapp	group	is	called	PRESTON	VILLAGE	INFORMATION

This	is	for	vital	informa[on	sharing	such	as	Council	announcements	
about	changes	to	services,	road	accidents	etc,	and	for	village	
informa[on	such	as	events	or	neighbourhood	watch.	Currently,	during	
the	Coronavirus	pandemic,	it	is	also	used	for	essen[al	na[onal	
informa[on.	This	is	the	Whatsapp	to	use	if	you	can	offer	help,	or	need	
help,	during	this	[me.



The	second	Whatsapp	group	is	called	PRESTON	SOCIAL
This	is	for	general	informa[on	sharing	and	conversa[on.	Residents	can	
upload	interes[ng	or	amusing	ar[cles,	etc.	This	is	a	more	informal	
social	group,	allowing	conversa[ons	and	some	light	relief.	It	will	also	
have	some	informa[on	on	it	too.

If	you	would	like	to	join	one	or	both	of	these	groups	please	send	a	text	
to	
Caroline	on	07563773851	and	please	state	clearly	the	group/s	you	
would	like	to	join.	A	link	will	be	sent	with	instruc[ons	on	how	to	do	so.

Residents	can	exit	the	groups	whenever	they	wish.

Preston	Green	Spaces	–	May	update
During	these	interes[ng	[mes	the	playing	field	remains	open	for	play	
and	relaxa[on.		And	very	lovely	it	is	too,	especially	as	the	second	cut	
has	just	happened	and	the	new	path	layout	is	really	taking	shape.

However	…	We’d	lep	the	lible	tree	that	had	been	snapped	in	half,	in	
the	hope	that	something	might	have	come	of	it	(where	there’s	life,	
there’s	hope)	but	to	no	avail.		Someone	–	we’re	presuming	the	same	
though|ul	and	civic-minded	person	–	has	again	broken	the	tree	in	half.		
It	turned	out	that	the	tree	had	definitely	been	healthy	and	had	proved	
such	a	robust	lible	thing	that	despite	a	good	go,	the	vandal	was	unable	
to	snap	this	brave	lible	sapling,	only	inflic[ng	a	serious,	right-angled	
break.		Unfortunately,	a	plaster	cast	and	bed	rest	is	not	an	op[on	(nor	
is	arborical	social	isola[on)	and	it	may	be	curtains	for	the	
Schoolmaster	(again,	the	tree,	not	the	various	Preston	residents).		

In	the	same	vein,	the	lovely	new	den,	built	by	some	children	in	the	
village,	has	also	been	vandalised:	integral	pieces	had	been	removed	
and	the	structure	seriously	weakened.		Words	fail	us.

All	fund	raising	has	been	furloughed.		We’ll	re-do	our	programme	of	
events	when	we	can	and	let	you	know	but,	as	ever,	email	
prestongreenspaces@gmail.com	or	call	Lucy	on	737256	if	you	want	to	
get	in	touch.		

mailto:prestongreenspaces@gmail.com


RIDLINGTON

COVID	19	STREET	REPS:
Hopefully,	you	will	all	have	received	the	informa[on	about	the	
Ridlington	Street	Reps	through	your	door.	A	group	of	willing	volunteers	
have	kindly	offered	to	help	in	cases	of	emergency.	A	list	of	all	the	Reps,	
their	contact	details,	who	is	the	Rep	for	your	house	and	addi[onal	
informa[on	can	be	found	on	the	Ridlington	Parish	website	at	hbps://
www.ridlingtonparishcouncil.org/
On	the	website,	you	can	also	find	out	about	the	village	prescrip[on	
collec[on	service;	updates	from	Rutland	County	Council;	offers	from	
local	businesses	and	much	more…take	a	look,	if	you	haven’t	done	
already.
Thank	you	to	everyone	who	is	working	so	hard	to	keep	us	safe.

CHURCH	NEWS:
• Details	about	church	services	can	be	found	on	the	Rutland	

Water	Benefice	website.	You	can	download	the	order	of	service	
and	readings	from	there	too;

• Join	the	Rutland	Water	Benefice	Facebook	group	and	the	
Sunday	service	Watch	party,	or	see	the	videos	that	make	up	the	
Watch	party	on	Facebook,	or	see	the	service	on	The	Rutland	
Water	Benefice	YouTube	channel;

https://www.ridlingtonparishcouncil.org/
https://www.ridlingtonparishcouncil.org/


To	join	the	distribu[on	list	for	weekly	readings	and	other	informa[on	
from	church,	please	email	rectorrwb@gmail.com
The	magazine	will	be	sent	directly	to	all	on	this	list.	And	please	get	in	
touch	if	you	would	like	to	access	services	etc…	
Let’s	pray	that	God	will	support	and	bless	us,	our	families	and	our	
communi[es	as	we	try	to	enjoy	what	we	can	in	of	this	fast-changing	
situa[on.	

Pippa	01780	721286	John	01780	460735	Jenni	07507	442539	
rectorrwb@gmail.com												jpt100948@gmail.com								

curate.rwb@gmail.com

RUTLAND	FOODBANK:
During	Covid	19	the	collec[on	box	can	be	found	in	the	church	porch	
and	will	be	regularly	taken	to	the	Food	Bank	in	Oakham,	so	please,	
please	keep	your	dona[ons	coming.	Items	needed	at	the	moment	
include:	coffee;	dried	potato;	jam;	small	bags	of	sugar;	[nned	
potatoes;	small	sponge	puddings;	UHT	milk;	[ns	of	custard;	shaving	
gel;	washing	up	liquid;	non-bio	washing	capsules;	toilet	roll.
Alterna[vely,	you	can	make	a	dona[on	to	The	Trussell	Trust.
More	informa[on	can	be	found	at	hbps://rutland.foodbank.org.uk/
If	you	think	you	are	in	need	of	some	help,	or	know	someone	who	does,	
please	call	the	Ci[zens	Advice	Bureau	on	01572	723494
Thank	you	everyone	and	stay	safe.

SSAFA	-	The	Armed	Forces	Charity	Helpline:
SSAFA,	the	Armed	Forces	charity,	has	asked	us	to	publicise	details	of	
their	confiden[al	helpline	“Forcesline”	which	provides	an	
uninterrupted	telephone,	email	and	webchat	facility	for	those	who	
need	support	or	reassurance.
Once	they	know	of	a	serviceperson,	veteran	or	family	in	need	their	
local	branch	gets	in	touch	and	provides	assistance.	Please	see	their	
website	for	further	details	www.ssafa.org.uk
The	confiden[al	helpline	is:	0800	731	4880

DOVE	COTTAGE:
Many	Ridlington	residents	are	spending	[me	in	their	gardens	during	
lockdown	and	making	the	most	of	the	opportunity	to	get	them	in	[p	
top	condi[on	for	an	Open	Gardens	to	be	held	in	aid	of	Dove	Cobage	
next	year.	Dove	Cobage	will	be	able	to	provide	volunteers	to	provide	

mailto:rectorrwb@gmail.com
mailto:curate.rwb@gmail.com
http://www.ssafa.org.uk


tea	and	cake.		This	event	will	be	a	follow	on	from	us	hos[ng	their	carol	
service	this	Christmas.

VIRTUAL	EVENTS:
Birthday	CelebraKon:
Jane	Moubray	celebrated	her	birthday	during	lockdown	in	early	April.	She	
was	joined	by	a	group	of	friends	in	the	village	for	a	‘virtual’	celebra[on	of	
fish	and	chips	from	The	Blue	Ball	in	Braunston	and	everyone	raised	their	
glasses	for	a	celebratory	toast	at	6.30pm

Choir:
The	Ridlington	Singers	have	been	joining	in	with	Gareth	Malone	
and	the	Great	Bri[sh	Home	Chorus.	They	have	also	held	a	
‘virtual’	choir	prac[ce	in	prepara[on	to	sing	Happy	Birthday	to	
Captain	Tom	on	30th	April	to	celebrate	his	100th		birthday	and	
amazing	achievements	in	raising	nearly	£30	million	for	the	NHS.

Parish	Council:	reinstated	AGM
Due	to	the	current	Coronavirus	situa[on	it	has	been	decided	to	
reinstate	the	RPC	AGM	using	modern	technology!	This	[me,	the	
Council	will	meet	online	using	the	ZOOM	App	on	Wednesday	
13th	May	2020	at	7.30pm.
Members	of	the	public	will	be	able	to	access	the	mee[ng	
through	the	App	or	by	telephoning	into	the	gathering	for	an	
aural	connec[on.	Connec[on	details	and	[ming	will	follow	in	
due	course.	The	agenda	for	the	mee[ng	will	be	made	available	



as	per	usual	on	the	website	nearer	the	[me.

PCC:
The	Parochial	Church	Council	held	its	first	‘virtual’	mee[ng	in	
April,	which	was	a	great	success	-	although	members	missed	
the	hospitality,	usually	provided	by	Bart	Hellyer!	The	PCC	will	
con[nue	to	meet	in	this	manner	throughout	lockdown.

If	you	have	any	items	for	inclusion	in	the	parish	magazine,	please	
email	Anne	Harvey	acharvey@hotmail.co.uk	by	12th	of	the	month,	at	

the	latest.	Thank	you.
For	informa[on	about	Ridlington	Village	and	St	Mary	Magdalene	&	St	

Andrew,	Ridlington,
please	visit	the	websites	below:

hIp://www.rutlandwaterbenefice.info/ridlington
hIp://www.ridlingtonparishcouncil.org/

mailto:acharvey@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.rutlandwaterbenefice.info/ridlington
http://www.ridlingtonparishcouncil.org/


WHITWELL

Ac[vi[es	happening	in	the	village	during	the	lockdown

Monday,	Thursday	and	Saturday	–	Linda	Page,	a	yoga	instructor	living	
in	Whitwell	offers	half	an	hour	of	yoga	via	Zoom,	free	of	charge.
	
Our	village	pub	the	Noel	at	Whitwell	does	meals	on	a	Sunday	-		for	
example	pulled	pork	and	two	vegetables	...	and	lots	more.	Claire	and	
Mark		also	run	the	Rutland	Fudge	Company	and	will	deliver	fudge	
boxes	in	Rutland,	with	money	raised	also	going	to	the	NHS.
	
We	have	been	par[cipa[ng	each	Sunday	in	the	service	that	Pippa,	
John	and	Jenni	provide	and	that	has	been	upliping	as	we	can	have	a	
weekly	service	as	opposed	to	wai[ng	for	the	once	a	month	service	we	
would	have	had	at	Whitwell’s	St	Michael	and	All	Angels!	A	bonus	of	
Covid-19……

WING

Update	from	the	Wing	COVID19	CoordinaKon	Group

The	Wing	COVID19	Coordina[on	Group	and	our	volunteers	have	been	
working	hard	behind	the	scenes	to	make	sure	those	who	live	in	Wing	
have	the	support	they	may	need	through	these	uncertain	[mes.

Set	up	a	dedicated	help	line	01572	373922	
Arranged	 for	 more	 than	 70	 residents	 of	 Wing	 to	 have	 their	

prescrip[ons	 collected.	 	 (We	 are	 providing	 this	 help	 to	 some	
residents	of	Lyndon	and	Pilton	too).

Shopped,	provided	hot	meals,	collected	pensions,	and	helped	with	
other	 Post	Office	mabers	 such	 as	 parcel	 collec[on	 and	 leber	



	pos[ng.

Provided	 well-being	 “buddies”	 for	 each	 part	 of	 the	 village,	
complemen[ng	exis[ng	networks	of	friends	and	neighbours.

Delivered	donated	fresh	produce	to	Key	Workers.

Researched	 and	 signposted	 other	 help	 and	 advice	 via	 Rutland	
County	 Council,	 “Next	 Door”	 and	 village	 websites	 –	
www.wingrutland.uk		and	www.wingrutland-pc.gov.uk

Arranged	for	pet	care.

We	 are	 keen	 to	 improve	 the	 help	we	 offer	 and	would	 appreciate	
your	views	on	the	following:	-

1/ Are	you	sa[sfied	with	what	we	are	trying	to	do	for	you,	during	
this	crisis?

2/ What	 other	 help	 or	 support	 would	 you	 like	 us	 to	 consider	
providing?

3/ Do	you	have	any	feedback	about	what	we	are	doing?

Please	 let	 us	 know	 by	 the	 6th	May	 2020,	 preferably	 by	 emailing	
your	response	to	wingrutlandpc@gmail.com	or,	if	you	are	unable	to	
email,	 please	 call	 the	 helpline	 number	 01572	 373922	 and	 select	
op[on	5	to	leave	a	brief	message	on	each	of	the	three	areas.	

We	 are	 coordinaKng	 the	 commemoraKon	 of	 VE	 Day	 on	
Friday	8	May!

At	3pm	special	VE	Day	street	bells	will	ring	and	the	village	is	invited	to	
clap	and	Toast	the	Na[on.	The	toast	is	“To	victory	in	Europe,	those	who	
fought	for	us	and	to	Her	Majesty	the	Queen”.			VE	Day	cakes	will	be	
delivered	to	every	household.		No	par[es	or	gathering	please	-	just	
garden	gate	or	door-step	toas[ng!

The	best	VE	Day	Window	compe[[on	for	Rutland	will	be	judged	by	the	
Lord	 Lieutenant	 and	 the	 High	 Sheriff.	 	We	will	 also	 be	 offering	 local	

http://www.wingrutland.uk
http://www.wingrutland-pc.gov.uk
mailto:wingrutlandpc@gmail.com


prizes	 for	 our	 best	 windows.	 	 Entries	 through	 the	 Rutland	 Radio	
website		hbps://www.rutlandradio.co.uk/events/virtual-ve-day/			

There	will	be	a	special	virtual	church	service	broadcast	on	Sunday	10th	
at	10.30am.	The	service	can	be	accessed	on	www.oakhamteam.uk

We	 might	 be	 being	 a	 bit	 op[mis[c	 but	 just	 in	 case	 here	 are	 some	
events	which	might	take	place

Summer	Evening	Event	Saturday 11th July
We	are	planning	to	hold	a	summer	evening	event	in	Wing	Village	Hall	
on	so	please	reserve	this	date	in	your	diary.	Further	details	will	be	
published	over	coming	months,	but	this	will	be	an	event	not	to	be	
missed!

And	it	is	hoped	that	the		Wing	Safari	Supper	might	be	able	to	take	
place	on	Saturday	17th	October.		Please	save	the	date.		More	details	to	
follow.

THANKS
“We	would	like	to	thank	our	neighbours	and	friends	who	have	offered	
to	help	us	in	case	of	need	with	shopping	etc.,	during	the	COVID-19	
epidemic.	We	would	also	like	to	thank	Rhiannon	Jones	and	John	
Oakley	for	puqng	together	a	plan	to	try	to	keep	our	community	safe.”	
Peter	and	Jean	Biggs

Keep	Our	Village	Clean
It	is	becoming	a	problem	–	dog	fouling.	Please	pick	up	aper	your	dog.

ITEMS	FOR	THE	WING	SECTION	OF	THE	MAGAZINE
Anyone	with	any	items	for	the	Wing	sec[on	of	the	parish	magazine	
please	email	john@wingonline.com	by	the	11th	of	the	month	at	the	

https://www.rutlandradio.co.uk/events/virtual-ve-day/
http://www.oakhamteam.uk
mailto:john@wingonline.com


Other	things	that	might	be	of	interest

Gardening	from	home.
The	recent	good	spell	of	weather	and	current	circumstances	have	
meant	more	[me	spent	in	our	own	gardens.		Many	of	our	local	garden	
centres	and	nurseries	are	s[ll	trading	with	home	deliveries	of	plants	
and	composts.		These	include;	Rutland	Water	Garden	Centre	
(Manton),	Welland	Vale,	Gates,	Barnsdale	Gardens,	Rutland	garden	
centre	(Ashwell),	Rasells	nursery,	Wothorpe,	Waterside	(Baston).	They	
all	have	their	own	websites.		You	can	also	search	on	the	website	
www.plantsnearme.hta.org.uk	.Some	supermarkets	and	Wilkinsons	
have	compost	and	plants	too.	
The	annual	flower	shows	including	Chelsea	have	had	to	be	cancelled,	
and	these	are	a	vital	source	of	business	for	many	specialist	nurseries.	
The	RHS	have	an	extensive	list	on	their	website	of	such	nurseries.		
Garden	visits,	including	those	through	the	NGS	yellow	book	scheme,	
are	also	affected.		The	NGS	now	have	some	virtual	tours	available	via	
their	website,	as	do	some	other	fine	UK	gardens.

Katy	ELLIS
		Chair	of	North	Luffenham	Garden	Club

Quizzing	
I	love	a	quiz!	And	there	are	several	online	that	are	free	to	join	in	
(although	some	are	also	asking	for	dona[ons	for	charity)	You	can	
watch	someone	asking	ques[ons	live,	or	watch	at	a	[me	that	suits	
you.	They	give	you	the	answers,	and	you	score	yourself.	I	have	been	
doing	one	called	the	Virtual	Pub	Quiz	every	Thursday	night	at	8.15pm.	
(find	them	on	Facebook	or	YouTube).	The	host	asks	50	ques[ons	(5	
rounds	of	10	ques[ons	on	different	subjects).	3	friends	do	it	at	the	
same	[me,	and	my	next	door	neighbour	and	we	all	declare	our	scores	
aperwards	..	a	fun	evening	with	wine	and	nibbles!

Katy

‘News	in	French’.	You	can	sign	up	to	get	a	couple	of	ar[cles	free	every	
day	or	can	pay	for	more.		I	find	them	really	interes[ng.		My	French	
isn’t	brilliant	but	I	find	this	easy	to	understand	because	it	tends	to	use	
long	words	rather	than	colloquial	language.	Suggested	at	a	U3A	
French	group!																																																																																Jill

http://www.plantsnearme.hta.org.uk/



































