Minutes of Ridlington Annual Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 11th September 2024 6pm
Ridlington Village Hall

Attendance

Clir. J Morrell

CliIr. A Petit

Clir. R Allen

Clir. D Thatcher

C.ClIr. G Clifton

Helen Duckering — Parish Clerk.
6 members of the public

Item

Action

2024/46

Apologies and approval of absences.

Apologies received from C. Clir Johnson.

2024/47

Declaration of member’s interests and to receive requests for
dispensations.

None.

2024/48

Public Participation

David Roome commented on planning application 2024/0788/FUL (1 Ridlington
Barns, Preston Road. Change of use of land from agricultural to residential
curtilage and erection of 1 no. double garage), stating his objections to the
proposal.

Shelagh Page commented on the proposal to install artwork at the bus stop,
stating that better communication between the Parish Council, volunteers and
interested parties would be beneficial.

2024/49

Minutes of the last meeting held on 15th May 2024

These were approved and signed by the Chairman.

2024/50

Minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 24th June 2024

These were approved and signed by the Chairman.




2024/51 Matters arising from the meeting held on 15t May and 24th June 2024

a. Update on footpath, traffic and speeding, and meeting with
Rupert Matthews, Police and Crime Commissioner — footpath:
no further progress due to changes in Uppingham Town
Council and difficulties contacting Ayston Parish Meeting. Cllr. | ym
Morrell will continue to pursue.

Police and Crime Commissioner, Rupert Matthews, visited

Ridlington and witnessed the traffic problems. He is supportive

of a 40mph speed reduction and has sent a letter of
recommendation regarding this. There has been no progress

from RCC on this issue. C.ClIr Clifton has, and continues to,

follow up this Highway Concern with the RCC Portfolio Holder

for Highways. ClIr. Allen volunteered to contact the Portfolio RA
Holder to discuss.

b. Website maintenance — the new supplier will take over from 1st
October 2024.

c. Emergency Plan — nothing to report at this meeting.

d. Planting of trees on the village green - It was agreed that ClIr.
Thatcher will consult with the RCC Tree Officer to ascertain the
most suitable species to be planted and those which may be DT
available free of charge. This will be considered further at a
future meeting.

2024/52 Clerk’s report

a. Consideration of the precept and grant applications —
November meeting.

b. Installation of bins — the requested installation of bins on Main
Street and Top Road have been completed.

c. Grass cutting — Ben Thompson (RCC Street Scene Manager)
has provided the map for cutting. Clir. Thatcher requested an
additional cut to one verge for visibility/safety. Cllr. Petit GC
requested that the RCC contractor complete cuts to verges
which may have been recently cut by residents. C.Clir Clifton
agreed to request this.

2024/53 Correspondence

a. Letter from Deputy Police and Crime Commissioner — received.

b. Holygate Road - horse near miss — correspondence detailing a
near miss accident was noted. It was agreed that additional
signage was unlikely to improve safety. C.ClIr Clifton suggested
logging all incidents with the police.

2024/54 | County Councillor’s report
C.ClIr Clifton detailed actions and submissions to RCC Planning in objection to
application 2024/0618/FUL Wills Farm, Holygate Road. Change of use from
agricultural to B2(General Industrial). It was confirmed that this application was
refused permission on 11th September. Residents were thanked for their input
and submissions regarding this application. C.ClIr. Clifton was thanked for his
intervention.
C. ClIr. Clifton further reported on the progress of the Local Plan, indicating that
final numbers for house building requirements may increase further once
Government changes to building policy are known.

2024/55 Local Plan

See County Councillors report.




2024/56

Steps on green opposite village hall — response from RCC to Section 56
notice.

The Rutland County Council response to the Section 56 Notice, served on them
by CliIr. Thatcher, states that the steps are safe, present no hazard and are not
in need of any repair.

2024/57

To consider addition of artwork to village bus stop.

It was agreed that a separate meeting, to consider the format and cost of
waterproof artwork for the bus stop, will be convened. A specific proposal for
expenditure will be considered at a future meeting.

2024/58

Finance:
a. Financial summary and bank reconciliations to 2nd Sept 2024
b. To approve payment:
HMRC PAYE Q2 £191.20
RCC £67.20 Main Street bin
RCC £610.58 Top Road bin
Community Heartbeat Trust £120.00se were approved.

These were approved.2024/64 below.




2024/59

Climate Change and Environmental matters

Clir. Thatcher provided the following report on the Tree Champion
meeting:

The meeting was called by Stuart Kidd, the Tree Officer of Rutland County Council
and attended by representatives from a number of villages.

Main points covered:

1.

Update on tree disease- a) Asian Longhorn Beetle. First spotted in
the UK in 2012, eradicated on that occasion but concern that may
reappear. There is no known UK predator and damage is caused by
extensive tunnelling in trees. It is black with white spots and has
incredibly long banded antennae. If spotted the Forestry Commission
are to be notified. The Tree Officer would also like to be informed; b)
Oak Processionary Moth, already in the UK. Human health concern
as well as risk of defoliation of oak trees. Trees can be treated and do
not need to be felled. The Tree Officer is to be informed and public
excluded from the area; c) Sooty Bark Disease of Maple. We are
familiar with this - the tree on The Top Green. It kills the tree and the
dust affects human’s respiratory system - wear a mask if working on
an affected tree. Probably caused by hot and dry summers. OK to
replant in the same area (but not the same type of tree); d) Miner
Moth causing damage to Horse Chestnuts - premature browning of
leaves, bleeding canker (orange and black stains on bark) which
might lead to branches snapping. Possible that treatment with bone
meal and mulch might assist.

Of the 60 native trees, 33 are planted widely. Recommended that if
planting near a road really tall trees, sorbus, ash and elm are avoided.
There is a risk of creating disease corridors so RCC favours planting
a mixture of native and other species. If planting to counteract climate
change any tree is appropriate. If planting for biodiversity, a native
tree is better. SHOULD WE SEEK ADVICE FROM THE TREE
OFFICER REGARDING REPLACEMENT PLANTING ON THE TOP
GREEN?

An Inventory of Ancient (400+ years continually wooded) Woodland
Sites is being prepared. Volunteers are being sought.

Tree Risk Management. The National Tree Safety Group has
produced a document on assessing and managing trees responsibly.
| have forwarded this to the Chair of the Playing Field Trustees.
Briefly, as a homeowner hardly need to do much in terms of
management - if see anything amiss, get in an expert. For trees on
Parish land - we should record that trees are assessed (ground-
based assessment suffices, no expert knowledge needed).
PROPOSE THIS BE DONE IN READINESS FOR NEXT PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING - any other Councillor able to assist? Farmers
should undertake an assessment on a regular basis (not necessarily
by an arborist). NB - approx. 6 deaths a year in UK caused by trees.

Work on trees - a) if a tree is really dangerous - take photographs,
arrange a tree surgeon to remove it, contact RCC and explain why
the works could not wait; b) if work is needed on a tree, give RCC a 5
day notification -consent or planning permission required. If subject to
a TPO work can proceed if it is a safety issue.

It was agreed that Clir Thatcher and Clir. Allen will conduct a visual inspection
of all trees on Parish land.

DT/
RA




2024/60

Reducing Social Isolation

Clir. Thatcher reported that four Sunday afternoon teas were held over summer
and an open garden with teas.

The Rural Coffee Connect van is visiting Ridlington on Wednesdays 4th, 11th,
18th and 25t September 11am-3pm outside the village hall.

A ‘Soup Kitchen’ event in Autumn is being considered.

2024/61

Planning

a. Planning applications received since the last meeting:
2024/0587/PNB Barn 2 to the north of Holygate Road. Change of Use of an
Agricultural Building to a Flexible Commercial Use (E/B8). Application
withdrawn.

2024/0618/FUL Wills Farm, Holygate Road. Change of use from agricultural to
B2(General Industrial). No external alterations. — Refused 11/09/24

2024/0727/FUL Hillside Farm, 3 Main Street. Timber Garden Room to replace
the existing conservatory, existing base to remain. Granted 27/08/24.

2024/0806/CAT 12 Main Street. Fell 1 no. Holly (T1). No objections.

2024/0788/FUL 1 Ridlington Barns, Preston Road. Change of use of land from
agricultural to residential curtilage and erection of 1no. double garage.
Ridlington Parish Council object to this application, which falls in to two parts -
the change of use and the erection of the garage. There are no issues
regarding that part of the application relating to the erection of the garage but
there is concern about the change of use especially as it has already been
implemented and appears to have been implemented to a great extent prior to
the present application.

The present application contains a number of incorrect statements - it states
that:

1. the site cannot be seen from a public road.

2. no new or altered vehicular access is to be created. It is accepted that the
eastern part of the site once had an old disused farm gate which came out onto
a grass verge, but this has now been replaced by a black metal gate leading
out onto some newly laid tarmac before joining Preston Road.

The site location plan indicates Existing Access to be retained. It is this access
which is already being used that causes the most concern - the entrance is
outside the 30mph speed limit and, visibility to the west (coming from the village
and Brooke) is very poor so it would be possible for a vehicle coming from the
west to be travelling at 60mph at the point it is proposed that traffic emerge
from the site the subject of the planning application- this must be a major road
safety concern.

We would not wish to approve the application unless the highways team at
RCC indicate they are satisfied as to road safety.

b. To consider planning application 2024/0821/CAT Ridlington
Playing Field, Top Road. Fell 1 no. Field Maple (T7) and 2 no.
Ash trees (T8 and T11). The remaining work involves the
reduction of heavy limbs and height reductions, all as
described in the arborist's report for 7 no. Ash Trees (T1) - (T5),
(T9), (T10) and 1 no. Oak Tree (T6). Previously approved.

c. Planning decisions received since the last meeting:
2024/0484/FUL 1 The Green. Single storey side extension, alterations to
existing windows and doors, extend existing driveway. Alterations to existing
rainwater goods. Granted 02/07/24.

2024/62

Date of next meeting — 13t November 2024 6pm




2024/63

ClIr. Morrell thanked the Parish Council and confirmed his intention to resign as
Chairman. The first item of business at the next meeting will be to elect a
Chairman.

The meeting closed at 7.10pm

2024/64




Ridlington Parish Council

Finances April 2024- March 2025

The financial year is divided into six two-month periods.

| CURRENT PERIOD: 1 |
2024-25 Year to date:
INCOME
Precept: 7,120.00 7,120.00
Interest:
VAT:
CIL: 9,754.94
TOTAL: 7,120.00 16,874.94
EXPENSES:
Clerk's Salary: 4300.00 2,146.14
Clerk's Expenses: 156.00
Street Lights - electricity: 265.00
Defibrillator: 120.00
Insurance: 280.00 257.60
Training: 100.00
Audit: 80.00 85.00
Subscriptions: 175.00 261.75
Donations: 50.00
Asset management: 750.00 620.00
Website maintenance: 300.00
Sundries: 200.00
VAT: £154.60
Contingency: 500.00
CIL: 10,501.69 153.00
TOTAL: 7,120.00 3,834.09
OVERALL SURPLUSDEFICIT:
Current a/c: at 1 Apr 2024: 418.75
Savings a/c: at 1 Apr 2024: 838.43
Adjustments: -50.00
2021/22 opening balance: 1,207.18 £1,207.18
Income to date: 16,874.94
Expenditure to date: -3,834.09
Surplus/deficit to date: 13,040. 85 13,040.85

Bank balance at period end:

14,248.03



Balance as per Bank Statement 2nd September 2024 C/A £13,459.60
Balance as per Bank Statement 2nd September 2024 S/A £838.43
£14,298.03

Payment No. Unpresented Presented

Expenditure
02/04/2024

H Duckering

- Clerk's

salary April s/o 257.87
16/04/2024 H Duckering 100323

- backpay

280.80

26/04/2024 HMRC PAYE 100324

Q4 2023/24 191.00
01/05/2024 H Duckering s/o 257.87

- Clerk's

salary May

07/05/2024 Zurich 100325 257.60
Insurance
15/05/2025 LRALC 100326 261.75
28/05/2024 P Rawden IA
85.00
03/06/2024 H Duckering s/o
- clerk's
salary June
280.90
17/06/2024 HMRC PAYE
Q1 191.00
01/07/2024 H Duckering s/o
- clerk’s
salary July
280.90
29/07/2024 Tommy
Plummer 744.00
29/07/2024 RCC - bin 183.60
01/08/2024 H Duckering s/o
- clerk's
salary
August
280.90
02/09/2024 H Duckering 100318
- clerk's
salary
August
50.00
01/03/2024 H Duckering s/o
- clerk's
salary
September
280.90
13/09/2023 J Morrell 100314
(LRALC
training) £50.00

£50.00 3884.09

Receipts

08/04/2024 RCC -

precept 7120.00
22/04/2024 RCC - CIL 9754.94
16874.94
Balance as per account 02/09/24 £14,298.03
plus unpresented credits
Less unpresented payments £50.00

Balance as per calc £14,248.03



